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Hackens’ story is inspiration to others

bedrest and allow Maysa to continue to grow in vitro. However,
Tammy had tested positive for
group B streptococcus, and there
was a concern that she would
pass that to the yet unborn
Maysa. “I was getting sicker by
the moment – it wasn’t good,”
Tammy said.
Christiansen wanted to perform an amniocentesis, a procedure in which amniotic fluid is removed from the womb, then
tested to get a better understanding of the conditions in which the
baby is living. The doctor was unable to find a pocket of fluid from
which to take the sample. This
meant that there was not fluid
enough for the baby. The doctor
recommended that an induction
take place immediately in an effort to save Maysa.
Though the situation could
have been one of great stress and
despair, Tammy remembers feeling a different emotion when she
and Dean were left alone in the
procedure room after the doctor
realized they could not complete
the amniocentesis. “It was like
this peace just came over me. We
were not worried. We just knew
we had to do what needed to be
done,” Tammy said.
Labor was induced, and seven
hours later another miracle occurred when Tammy delivered
Maysa alive, despite a placental
abruption occurring during labor.
Maysa weighed 1.7 pounds at
birth, and she was immediately
taken to the neonatal intensive
care unit (NICU).
“The whole thing was a miracle. Our pastor was there, we had
people praying in the hallway. We
had two Christian nurses; there
was just an overwhelming peace
in the room,” Tammy said.
“It was all happening in slow
motion for me. It was really orchestrated chaos,” said Tammy.
The following months were a
battle for Maysa and her parents.
Maysa had to be on 100 percent
oxygen for nine weeks following
her birth. Dean and Tammy did
not get to hold their tiny daughter, but they did make sure someone was always there touching,
talking to and praying over
Maysa. Still, the odds of Maysa’s
survival did not seem to be in her
favor.
“Dr. Christiansen did not usually go visit the babies in the
NICU. He was there for the
mother’s care. But he did keep
going in to check on Maysa. The
nurses later commented that this
was unusual for him. It seemed to
fascinate him that she was so tiny
and was still alive,” Tammy said.
The Hackenses spent as much
time as they could with Maysa in
the NICU. There were numerous
nights when they would arrive at
their ranch north of New Underwood only to receive a call from
the hospital that the nursing staff
did not expect Maysa to make it
through the night, and Dean and

Tammy would return to the hospital to keep vigil by Maysa’s side.
Prayer and the hard work of the
hospital staff was eventually rewarded, and in early February of
1995, Maysa was released from
the NICU and allowed to go home
to New Underwood. She had been
in the NICU since her birth on
September 12, 1994. The battle
was not over for the family,
though.
An unborn baby’s eyes begin to
develop in detail during the 16th
week of gestation. At this point,
according to the National Eye Institute (NEI), the blood vessels of
the retina begin to form the optic
nerve at the back of the eye.
These blood vessels continue to
grow slowly for the next 12
weeks, stretching toward developing retina. The vessels are designed to bring oxygen and nutrients to the retina to ensure optimal development. In the last 12
weeks of pregnancy, from week 28
until delivery, the development of
this area is rapid, and babies are
born with their eyes nearly fully
developed.
In cases of premature birth
such as Maysa’s, the development
of the retinal structure is interrupted, and the retina does not
receive the oxygen and nutrients
it needs. According to the NEI,
this can cause the retina to send
out signals for oxygen, causing
abnormal vessels to form. These
vessels can eventually cause the
retina to detach from the back of
the eye. This is called retinopathy
of prematurity (ROP).
There are five separate stages
of ROP, ranging from I (mild) to V
(severe). This usually occurs in
babies born at a weight under
2.75 pounds, or before 31 weeks
gestation. Most cases range in
stages I-III, and resolve themselves or can be resolved with correction. A rarer occurrence is
Stage IV, in which the retina partially detaches, or Stage V, in
which the retina completely detaches from the back of the eye.
Two separate milestones occurred when Maysa reached two
pounds. The first was that
Tammy got to hold Maysa for the
first time.
“I just happened to be there
when they were moving her from
an open air incubator to an enclosed incubator. They asked me
if I would like to hold her. I was
like ‘Oh, can I?’ She had so many
tubes and wires,” Tammy said.
The second notable thing that
occurred when Maysa, still in the
NICU, hit the two-pound mark
was that Dean and Tammy began
to notice that something was not
right with Maysa’s vision. The
doctors tried to surgically stimulate blood flow to the retina with
a procedure called cryosurgery.
This was unsuccessful. Already,
the vision in Maysa’s right eye
was going.
Tammy and Dean realized that
Maysa’s right eye remained

cloudy after this surgical procedure, never clearing as they had
expected. They chose to get a second opinion. Their new doctor, Dr.
Robert Nixon, realized that what
had happened in Maysa’s right
eye was now occurring in her left.
Immediately, Maysa was rushed
to a specialist in Michigan. Again,
Tammy acknowledges the providential timing of this.
“We were on such a tight schedule. We had to get there, we had
a one-day window right after
Christmas before the doctor took
time off,” Tammy said.
In Michigan, five-month-old
Maysa underwent surgery to
have a scleral buckle put around
her retina to reattach it, thereby
saving her eyesight.
Once at home, the Hackens
family had to adjust to having a
newborn and to meeting Maysa’s
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Maysa poses with her parents, Dean and Tammy, at her graduation from
Lake Area Technical Institute.
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particular needs. “We went
through seven pairs of hard contacts when she was a baby. They
would just pop out if she rubbed
her eyes. The reason we went to
such length to use contacts was
that she could see with them,”
Tammy said.
As a toddler, Maysa got her
first pair of eyeglasses, as well as
a prosthesis for her right eye.
Amidst these changes, she was
also developing and growing in
much the same way her peers
without vision impairment were.
From a young age, Maysa displayed a bent toward creativity.
She loved animals, particularly
dinosaurs. She enjoyed drawing
all kinds of animals, and when
her parents gave her modeling
clay, she proved capable of forming that into recognizable animals. Dean and Tammy were not
surprised, since both of them are
artists in their own right.
When she was three years old,
Maysa began preschool at Calvary Christian School in Rapid
City. She continued her education
there through second grade, then
transferred to New Underwood,
where her education could be
more specialized to meet her
physical needs. “It was hard to
leave Calvary. We loved it there.
But Maysa needed things that

they could not offer,” Tammy said.
The family briefly considered
homeschooling Maysa, but Maysa
expressed a desire to be with
other children, thereby solidifying the decision to send her to
New Underwood.
Maysa thrived in the New Underwood School and at home. She
wanted to lead a normal life,
which was encouraging to her
parents, who wanted to equip
Maysa with the tools she would
need to be successful in life, even
after they are no longer present
to help her.
As a part of a sixth grade 4-H
project, Maysa began to experiment with photography. She was
surprised when her entries won.
A few years later, Ken Jenkins, a
friend of a friend, came out to the
family’s branding to shoot pictures. He and Maysa immediately developed a camaraderie,
and Ken became a mentor to
Maysa.
Maysa began to truly explore
photography when she was a senior at the New Underwood High
School and chose to do photography for her senior project. The
class was taught by Sally
Crowser, who inspired the students to explore an area that they
could use in their future. “I don’t
know how our class would have
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graduated or got anything done
without Mrs. Crowser. She motivated us and made us get things
done,” Maysa said.
Photography was a good fit for
the budding artist. “I can get
great pictures despite my disability,” Maysa said.
When it came time to choose a
college, Maysa and Tammy visited Lake Area Technical Institute, Watertown, and were impressed with what they found.
Not only did they like the family
atmosphere and the fact that the
instructors had been professionals in their fields of study before
beginning to teach their passions
to students, Maysa was also encouraged to know that she could
get her photography and business
degrees in two years without having to take general education
classes. “She already knew what
she wanted to do, so she did not
want to waste time with things
she did not need,” Tammy said.
Tammy realized just how
driven Maysa was when LATI
President Deb Shepard gave
Maysa and Tammy a tour of the
school. Stiles asked Maysa in
what she planned to major, and
Maysa informed her of her interest in photography. Stiles told
Maysa “It takes vision to be a
photographer,” to which Maysa
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confidently replied, “I know that.”
“Maysa had no doubt about what
she wanted to do,” Tammy said.
Maysa thrived in the college
environment, taking advantage
not only of her classes, but also of
the chance to grow both socially
and spiritually. She became involved in the LATI chapter of Cru
(Campus Crusade for Christ) and
made fast friends there. She also
solidified her faith, taking the opportunity to make her faith her
own instead of something she had
simply inherited from her parents.
Maysa excelled academically
and caught the attention of her
instructors. When President
Obama’s staff informed LATI that
President Obama wanted to give
the school’s commencement address as a part of his tour to all 50
states as well as to promote his
idea of taxing hedge fund managers in order to provide a free
two-year college education to students, Maysa’s name was mentioned as a student who typified
hard work, entrepreneurship and
overcoming obstacles.
Despite political differences she
might have with the president,
Maysa said it is an honor to have
received recognition from the
president, and to have been selected out of the 750 students
graduating from LATI this year.
The president’s endorsement
has already resulted in more

business for How Eye See It.
“Right away, my Facebook page
went from 360 likes to 750. I have
been getting lots of calls from people wanting me to come take their
pictures,” Maysa said.
Maysa has relocated to her parents’ ranch north of New Underwood, where the family plans to
eventually build a studio for
Maysa’s business. Maysa already
has a line of cards featuring her
photography in Sage and Silver
in Rapid City and in Tammy’s
Tack and Western Wear in Pierre,
and she plans to pursue landscape photography as well as investigate her skills at concert
photography.
In addition to invigorating her
business, President Obama’s endorsement has also opened new
opportunities for Maysa. She was
asked to speak at the Special
Olympics competition in Brookings this year. Due to a scheduling conflict, Maysa will be unable
to speak at the event this year,
but she is planning to speak at
the Special Olympics when they
are hosted in Spearfish next year.
Despite the popularity Maysa
is enjoying from her graduation
endorsement, Maysa remains
humble about her work and her
achievements, and is quick to
give the credit to God for her accomplishments. “I am just so
humbled that He has been able to
use me,” Maysa said.
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Top Care Ibuprofen
200mg tablets
50 ct.

$1.99

Dakota Brand
Summer Sausage
9 oz.

$2.99

Hillshire Farm
Smoked Sausage

14 oz.

$3.99

Shurfresh 1/2 lb.
Beef Patties

3 lbs.

$12.99

Shurfine Homestyle
Waffles, 12.3 oz.

$1.59

Country Time
Lemonade Mix,
19 oz.

$2.99

Shurfine
Instant White
Rice, 14 oz.

Purex
Laundry
Detergent
50 oz.

$4.59

$1.59

Shurfine Creamy
or Crunchy Peanut
Butter, 18 oz.
Shurfine
American Singles

12 oz.

$2.59

12 packs

$3.33

Shurfine
Sour Cream

16 oz.

99¢

$6.17

Oranges

69¢ lb.

Pineapples

$2.99 each
Camel
Cigarettes

$5.69

Dole Classic
Iceberg Lettuce,
12 oz.

99¢

Karkov
Vodka
1.75 ML

$11.99

Hershey’s
Chocolate or
Strawberry Syrup

24 oz.

$2.59

McAdams
Canadian
Whisky
1.75 ML

$12.99

$2.49

Shurfine
Sauerkraut
14.5 oz.

99¢

Shurfine Sloppy Joe
Seasoning Mix
1.25 oz.

2 for $1.00
Windsor
Canadian
Whisky
1.75 ML

$16.99

Budweiser &
Bud Light
16 oz. cans
24 pack

$21.99
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